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EASWARAMMA DAY' DISCOURSE

“ When man emergesout of hismother'swomb
Hehasno garland of any kind around hisneck:
Neither of pearlsnor of gold, nor anecklace of topaz
Or of rubiesor other preciousgems
Thereis, however, onegarland carrying
Theunbroken link of the consequences of
Thegood and bad deeds of the past lives strung together
. Brahma, the creator, strings together the consequences of his past deeds into a heavy garland and puts it

around hisneck at thetime of hisbirth” (Telugu Poem)

Embodimentsof Love!

Every individua hasfour Gurusinthisworld. TheVedasproclaim* Mathrudevo bhava, Pithrudevo bhava,
Acharyadevo bhava, Athithidevo bhava” , which means the mother, father, teacher, and the guest are to be
considered as God. Among the four, the mother is the first and the foremost guru. There are several inner
meanings to the teachings of the mother. A true disciple is one who meticulously follows the mother's
instructions. The mother may appear to be an ordinary individual like any other, but when you delve deep into
her teachings, you will realize that sheisagreat guru (teacher). But, those who are not on the spiritual path,
may takeall thislightly.

Once, mother Eswaramma was returning from Chitravathi river with avessel full of water. An old
woman was walking along with her with great difficulty, unable to bear the burden of the vessdl filled with
water. Eswarammaenquired “ Mother! Areyoufeeling difficulty in carrying thevessel full of water?” Theold
woman who was perspiring and unable to keep pace with her replied,” Yes, mother! | am unableto carry this
vessel for such along distance. But, | haveno childrento help meinthistask. | myself haveto carry thisvessel
full of water everyday”. Thesewordsof agony wereimprinted on the mind of Eswaramma. After walking for
somedistance, she saw asmall boy holding aslateand pencil in one hand and carrying aheavy |oad of booksin
abag hanging round his neck. He was unable to walk, but he had to continue his journey to the Bukkapatnam
School. Eswaramma enquired of the boy, “My dear son! What for are these slate and pencil? Why are you
carrying such aheavy load of books?’. The small boy replied “ Mother, | am carrying these books so that | can
note down all that theteachersteach me”. Eswarammakept all theseincidentsin her mind. After walking for

somemoredistance, shecameacrossafrail lady carrying her infant child on her shoulders proceeding towards



Bukkapatnam. Eswaramma again enquired of thislady, “you appear to be frail and weak, unableto carry the
child. Why should you to haveto walk such along distance up to Bukkapatnam?’ Thelady replied “ Mother!
What elsecan | do? Thereisno doctor in thisremote village who can give some medicinefor my child. Heis
suffering from cold and fever. | haveto take him to the Bukkapatnam hospital”. Thisincident also made an
Imprint onthemind of Eswaramma.

There used to be amother and small child in aremote village near Kolkata. Assoon asthe child was
born, thefather died. The mother somehow brought up the child with the meagreincome, she earned by doing
some odd jobs. There was not even alamp in the house for the boy to study during the night. He used to sit
under the street lights and study. Thus, he continued his studieswith great difficulty and earned a high degree
of qualification. That littleboy blossomed into thelegendary EswarachandraVidyasagar.

Once, afair was being held in Kolkata. Eswarchandra's mother also started out to visit the fair,

wearing aworn-out sari. He saw her pitiable condition. While everybody else was going to the fair wearing
expensive clothes, Vidyasagar could not bear the sight of hismother going to thefair wearing aworn-out sari.
He asked, “Mother! Why are you going to the fair wearing such aworn-out sari?” The mother replied “My
dear son! | am happy withwhatever | have. Please do not worry. You continue with your studies and come up
inlife’.
A few years after thisincident, Vidyasagar completed his studies. He was able to secure a good job with a
decent salary. Hebought some good sarisfor hismother with hisfirst month'ssalary. Then, hismother told him
“1 will not bereally happy with these costly saris. If you hel p these poor peopleinour villageand alleviatetheir
suffering at least to some extent, that is enough for me”. She further expressed that she had three desires.
Immediately, Vidyasagar fell at her feet and prayed, “Mother! It is my duty to fulfill your desires. It is the
responsibility of ason to fulfill the desires of his mother and make her happy. Please let me know what your
desiresare’. The mother replied “My dear son! There are several poor, uneducated and sick people in our
village. Whowill alleviatetheir suffering? | will bereally happy, only when you can removetheir difficulties.
The children in this village have to walk long distances and go to the neighbouring village for studies. | am
really moved at their pitiable condition. Should they have to undergo so many difficulties for the sake of
education?| want you to build asmall school inthisvillageitself so that these children can comfortably study
here’. Vidyasagar built asmall school inhisvillage, asper thewishesof hismother and shewashappy.

On another day, Vidyasagar found hismother sitting in apensive mood and enquired what the reason
was. Shetold him, “My dear son! The peopleof our village are suffering alot for want of drinking water. They

haveto fetch the water from long distances, walking al theway. Thewell in our village has completely dried



up. How can old ladies like me fetch water from such along distance? If you can arrange for the digging of a
well in our village, it will be a great boon for them. This is my second desire”. Vidyasagar assured her,
“Mother! I will certainly fulfil your desire. | will try to solve the drinking water problem in our village”.
Initially, he got two or three borewells sunk in the village, but they were not of much use. The bore wellswere
ableto supply water only during therainy season. During summer, they used to dry up, yielding not even adrop
of water. Therefore, the mother advised him to find a permanent solution for the problem. Then, Vidyasagar
arranged for digging abigwell and solved the problem of water scarcity permanently. Hismother washappy.

After sometime, Vidyasagar got apromotion in hisjob. Hissalary also increased. Then, he approached
his mother and enquired, “Mother! What is your third desire?’ She replied “My dear son! You have built a
school. You have provided drinking water to thevillagers. But, themothersin our village are compelled to take
their children whenever they fall sick, to the neighbouring villagefor treatment. | am unableto seetheir plight.
Hence, | will be happy if you can arrange to build a small hospital in our village”. In accordance with his
mother'swish, Vidyasagar got ahospital builtinhisvillage. Thus, hefulfilled all thedesiresof hismother in due
course.

Gradually, he reached a high position in his career due to his good behaviour. His salary was also
increased commensurate with the high position. In spite of that, he continued to be humble and obedient and
thereby earned agood name for himself. One day, his mother called him and advised him, “My dear son! | am
happy that you haveattained avery high positioninlife. But, do not becomearrogant”.

For some people,

Excessive wealth givesrise to ego which in turn paves way the for many wicked qualities. When wealth leaves
you, ego also vanishes and as a result the evil qualities disappear.
(Telugu Poem)

However, thiswasnot the case with Vidyasagar. He cultivated the quality of humility alongwith education. He
earned agood namefor himself asagreat orator. Educated peoplein large numbers used to flock round him to
hear his speeches. Once a meeting was arranged in a neighbouring town and Vidyasagar was to address the
gathering. Vidyasagar started for that town. An ICS officer was traveling in the same compartment in which
Vidyasagar was travelling. The officer was going to that town to hear Vidyasagar's speech. However, he had
only heard his name, but had never seen him before. As soon as the officer alighted from the train, he started
shouting “Coolie! Coolie!'. On seeing this, Vidyasagar approached him and enquired what luggage the officer
had. Theofficer replied that he had only asmall suitcase. Then Vidyasagar asked him, “Isit necessary for youto

engage a coolie to carry this small suitcase? | will carry it for you. But, where are you going?’. The officer



replied, “1 understand that a great scholar and orator by name Eswarchandra Vidyasagar is going to deliver a
speech. | am goingto attend hisspeech”.

Vidyasagar then took the suitcase into his hands and started walking along with the officer. Both of them
reached thevenueof Vidyasagar'slecture. There, Vidyasagar handed over the suitcaseto the officer. Theofficer
then took out his purse and enquired how much money he had to pay Vidyasagar as porterage charges.
Vidyasagar politely refused hisoffer saying, “ Sir! You have given me an opportunity to serveyou. | don't need
anything more”. Hesilently walked away from that place. Considering Vidyasagar to be amadcap, the officer
proceeded to the venue and sat in the audience. The organizers of the function were waiting to garland
Eswarchandra Vidyasagar on his arrival. In afew minutes Vidyasagar arrived there, dressed in very simple
clothes. He was accorded a warm welcome and profusely garlanded by the organizers of the function. The
officer who was observing thiswel coming ceremony realized to hisutter astonishment that the person who had
carried his suitcase from the railway station was none other than Eswarachandra Vidyasagar himself. He felt
ashamed. Hereverentially offered his pranamsto thisgreat, yet humbleindividual, in his heart of hearts. Then
Vidyasagar began hisspeech. He explained that humility istheforemost quality of an educated person. Hesaid,
pride and arrogance are the result of excessive wealth and consequently such a person loses the fundamental
quality of human nature.

After the conclusion of the programme, the | CS officer met Vidyasagar and offered hissincere apol ogiesfor his
mistake. He pleaded with Vidyasagar “ Sir, your speech wasagreat eye opener for me. | behaved arrogantly due
tothepridethat | anahighly educated person. Pleaseexcuseme”.

In course of time, Vidyasagar's reputation as ascholar and orator increased by |eaps and bounds. He continued
to do great serviceto the people. He got several poor students educated. He provided drinking water to several
villages, where there were no such facilities. Hismother felt very happy that her son was doing great serviceto
the poor and needy. Sheprayed to God that every mother should be bl essed with such noblechildren.

Similarly, Sathya Sai has undertaken severa community welfare activities in Puttaparthi like
constructing residential housesfor the poor, educating their children, providing drinking water to the villagers
etc., asper thewishesof Hismother. What the mother expressed in those daysweresmall desires. But, in course
of time, they assumed theform of gigantic projectsand created history. Mother Eswarammawas very happy at
the great servicerendered by Swami to the villagers. She expressed with satisfaction, “My dear son! You built
houses for the poor, You solved the drinking water problem for the villagers, You provided electricity to the
village which was reeling under darkness. Not only that, You have also built a school and a hospital. You have

fulfilled al my desires’. Shefelt extremely happy that her son had undertaken and compl eted such great tasks.



She used to tell the ladies gathering round her, “I requested Swami to build a small school in Puttaparthi
village. But, Swami established agreat educational institutioninitsplace.”

Thus, the humble wishes of the mother transformed themselves ultimately into great projects providing
immense benefit to the humanity at large. What the country needstoday is children, who follow the teachings
of their mothers. Theteachingsof the mothersmay appear to bevery simpleandinsignificant; but, in course of
time, they provide great happiness. Eswarammasdesireswerevery ssimple!  She wanted drinking water to be
made availableto the small village of Puttaparthi. But, Swami provided drinking water to the entire district of
Ananthapur. Shewanted Meto build asmall school. But, Sathya Sai built huge buildingsand established great
educational institutions. In those days, villagers used to suffer due to lack of basic medical facilities.
Therefore, Mother Eswaramma requested Me to build a small hospital. But, Swami, built great temples of
healing, the Sathya Sai Super Specialty Hospitals, onein Puttaparthi and another in Bangal ore. Thus, thesmall
wishesof themother resulted in the establishment of great institutions.

Embodimentsof love!

You need not follow anybody. It isenough, if you engage yourself in activities that would satisfy your
mother. If your mother is happy and contented, that will confer great blessing on you. Whatever your mother
says, obey her command willingly and sincerely. That is what is required today! Obey your mother and
become recipients of her love. Then the whole world will progress. You need not undertake any other acts of
merit. Sacrificeyour entirelifeto satisfy your mother. It isonly because Sathya Sai fulfilled the wishes of His
mother and provided satisfactionto her, Hisglory hasspread far and wide.

Sathya Sai has built great Hospitals and provided expensive medical treatment absolutely free to
everyone, right from the poorest of the poor to the richest. In the field of medical services, there are no
institutions anywherein theworld which can be compared to Sathya Sai I nstitute of Higher Medical Sciences.
In this hospital, medicines, operations, food - everything is provided free of cost. Nobody is able to
comprehend how we are able to provide all these things free of cost in the present day scenario of sky-
rocketing costs. Unfortunately, people are not ableto realize the great value of the services being rendered by
our hospitals. Today, many hospitalsadvertisetheir facilitiesthrough electronic media, attract people and loot
them of their hard earned money and even go to the extent of causing death to patients by negligence. Thisis
not right. Thepoor peopleshould begivenfreefood, free education, freewater and freemedicine. Therecan be
no greater service than providing all these servicesfree of cost. | wish that all the students, past and present,
should undertake such services. We are not collecting even apaisafrom our students, asfees. The Sathya Sai

Educational Institutions provide education totaly free of cost. People have to spend huge amounts for



acquiring higher education in other institutions. But, our students need not spend any amount for their
education here. | am providing totally free education from KG to PG to all the students who come here with
loveand great expectation. Infact, all our servicesareprovided withloving careand free of cost.

The Sikh student, who spoke earlier, tried hisbest for along timeto acquire higher education. But, he
could not pursue hishigher studies, dueto paucity of funds. Hence, hetook up employment onameagresalary.
L ater on, hejoined our college and earned hisMBA degree. Now, heiscontributing hisservicestothehostel as
agrateful offering to Swami. There are several students like him, who are undertaking service activities in
Swami's Institutions. The boy who spoke after him hailsfrom Delhi. He al so had great expectationsto pursue
higher education, but had no funds. He joined our Institution and qualified himself with an MBA degreein
first class. All thisisfree of cost. Since then, he remained here in the service of Swami. He has decided to
dedicate his life to the Ingtitution which produces such boys. Thus, all the students of the Sathya Sai
ingtitutions have been cultivating broad-mindedness and the spirit of service. All our students are broad-
minded. You do not find any narrow-minded students here. They are filled with love and behave among
themselveslikebrothers. ItisMy endeavour totrain suchideal boysandgirls. ItisMy wishthat al our students
shouldwillingly undertakefree serviceactivitiesto thesociety with aspirit of loveand sacrifice.

Many of our students are working in highly paid jobs in big cities like Delhi and Agra. In fact, top
companies in India are seeking the services of our students, offering them high-salaried jobs. Our students
working in these places are also undertaking service activities like providing free tuitions to poor students.
Wherever they are, our students are undertaking various service activitieswith aspirit of sacrifice and broad-
mindedness. Education is not mere bookish knowledge. Developing broad-mindedness, spirit of sacrifice,
sharing one'sresourceswillingly with thefellow membersof the society and making them happy - thesearethe
true qualities of an educated person. Thereare several such studentsin Prasanthi Nilayam who are happy and
contented by undertaking service to society. My main task isto prepare such boys and girls. | am providing
everythingthat isrequiredfor them. | am even sending them abroad for higher education, if necessary.

Dr. Padmanabhan who is sitting here may be known to all of you. He qualified as a doctor at avery
young age and wanted to set up asmall clinic herein Bangalore. | called him and told him, “Doctor! You must
acquire higher degreesin medicine. You should not stop your education with the present degree. Your family
circumstances may not be conducive to pursue higher education. But, | am with you. | will provide for your
higher education”. One day, | called him for dinner and later sent him to Vienna for higher education in
medicine. Accordingly, he went abroad and obtained higher degreesin medicine. After hisreturn, heis now

doing wonderful service in Brindavan. He is not money-minded. The great name he has acquired in Swami's



serviceis al that matters to him. Can there be greater wealth than a good name? He serves the poor. Even
though he has undergone a heart surgery, he continues to serve the poor and sick patients. Thus, Swami has
moulded him as aloving, soft-hearted and selfless individual with a sacred heart and prompted him to serve
several people.

Our students, in spite of being highly qualified, are very unassuming and without ego. They subsequently take
up teaching jobsinour educational institutions. ItisMy firmresolvetofoster such noblesouls.

There may be some minor ailments now and then to this body. However, they do not bother Me. They are
natural to the human body. L ast year, one boy was decorating colour buntingsto the door, standing on aniron
stool. Meanwhile, | opened the door and came out from My room. Assoon as he saw me, he became nervous
and fell down from the stool. Ashewasfaling, theiron stool got tilted and fell on Me. That was the time
when My hip bone wasfractured. That ishow it happened. It isnot dueto any past karma. | did not, however,
mind My injury. Yesterday, as| wasentering My room, | casually took the support of abrick projection from
thewall. Thebrick, however, got loosened and fell down onthefloor. Consequently | alsofell down, landing
heavily onthewrist. It wasan accident. But, | haveto perform My duty, comewhat may. Of course, accidents
do happen due to past karma, but this incident is not of that kind. It is due to My mistake, which was
inadvertent. Such disruptions may happen now and then, but , no disease can ever afflict Me. | carry on My
work unmindful of suchincidents.

There are seven boys here. All of them did their post graduation. They want to stay with Swami
permanently, doing service here. | am looking after them. | told them “My dear children! You must
progress in your education. You need not depend on your parents for this. | will take care of all your
requirements. You study well and come out with flying colours. Set an example to others’. Thus, | am
making arrangements for their higher studies. | always help others and do not cause inconvenience to
anybody. Asfor Myself, | will never be afflicted with any disease whatever. Some minor incidents may
happen. But, | will carry on My work, unmindful of suchincidents. Yesterday, when| fell down, therewas
aloud noise and people present there were very much afraid that some major accident had taken place.
They thought to themselves - “What has happened to Swami! Till recently, He was not able to walk
properly due to the hip fracture. Now He has sustained an injury to His hand. What a misfortune has
befallenus!” But, | consoled them saying that nothing serious had happened and they need not worry. The
devotees have arranged a meeting here, in which | had to participate. | do not like to desist from
performing My duty, whatever may happen to thisbody. Therefore, | agreed to come here. | put on My

dress. The students arranged a shawl to cover My gown, so that | may not be inconvenienced with the



bandaged arm. The doctors however advised Me not to move. They were right in their advice. But, |
volunteered to come down against the doctor's advice, with the help of two boys. Since, | love My boysso
much, they also love Me with the same intensity. They are constantly in attendance on Me and ook after
Me.
(As per Swami'sinstructions, some boys stood up. Showing them to the audience, Swami said). These boys
have comefrom far off placeslike Delhi and other citiesand studied herein Brindavan and Prasanthi Nilayam.
They are all staying with Me and doing great serviceto Me. This problem is not something that can be cured
with medicines. Their loveitself isworking asagreat medicinefor Me. Their love aloneis protecting Mein
different ways.
(Againpointingtowardsastudent...)
Thisboy did hisPhD. All these boys are highly educated. Still they would like to stay back and serve Swami.
There are some more boys inside Swami's residence. For example, Sathygjit and some other boys are
constantly in attendance on M e asashadow and arelooking after Me. Such boysare My only property. Several
peopleask Me, “ Swami! How muchisthevalueof your property? Whereisit located?’. | tell them“My dear!
| cannot say that the value of My property isthismuch. My studentsare My property. It cannot be estimatedin
terms of money. Any amount of description of thelove of My boyswill beincomplete’. | cannot remain for a
single day without this property. They also cannot live without the loving care of Swami. These boys are
setting a great example to the world by their service. Seva (selfless and loving service) alone confers great
value on the educated. | cannot describethe amount of servicethey render, solovingly. No one can adequately
estimate and express in words the loving nature of our students. No one can understand their broad-
mindedness. Outwardly, they appear like any other students. But, each one of them is highly educated, with
double post-graduate degrees. Such boyscan render great servicetotheworld. They areserving Meinvarious
ways.
Sravanam (listening), Kirtanam (singing), Vishnusmaranam (contemplating on Vishnu), Padasevanam
(serving His Lotus Feet), Vandanam (salutation), Archanam (worship), Dasyam (servitude), Sneham

(friendship), Atmanivedanam (self-surrender).

They are expressing their total and unconditional love towards Me in the nine paths of devotion described
above.
The doctors advised Me bed rest. In spite of that, | decided to fulfill My commitment to My devotees.

Having known My firm resolve, the boys stitched ashawl to cover My robe and brought Medown stairs. This



service may appear to be a small and insignificant one. But, if you enquire into the matter deeply, you will
understand that it isvery difficult to get this opportunity to serve Swami inthisway. It isonly because of their
loving care, | am able to come down without much inconvenience, to speak toyou. Isitreally possiblein My
present condition? In fact, it istheir pure love that brought Me down here. These boys have good character
along with good education. The service rendered by the boys here or in the Primary School or Higher
Secondary School or other ingtitutions in Puttaparthi, is beyond description. Even little boys in these
Institutions behave well. 1 am standing before you today to describe the good qualities of My students;
otherwise, | had no intention to give adiscourse. The students are doing great serviceto the society, as per My
advice. | exhort the new entrants who join the Institution this year, to cultivate noble qualities, be healthy and
happy and humble like these boys and render good service to the society. | conclude My discourse with

blessingstooneandall.



